




1901

Adelina Patti 
Adelina Patti, one of the most famous 

opera singers of all time, appeared at 

Brighton Dome Concert Hall as part 

of a ‘Grand Morning Concert’ held in 

November 1901.   

 

Patti gained a reputation for being a 

fearless businesswoman, demanding to 

be paid $5000 a night, in gold, before 

her performances. Patti had also trained 

her pet parrot to shriek ‘CASH CASH!’  

at concert promoters.



1912

Anna Pavlova 

Anna Pavlova was the principal artist 

of the Imperial Russian Ballet and, from 

1912, with her own company, became 

the first ballet dancer to tour around 

the world. She was so famous she had a 

dessert named after her! 

In January 1912, Pavlova performed on 

the Dome Concert Hall stage to great 

acclaim. A reviewer in the Pall Mall 

Gazette noted that “The large audience 

gave her a splendid reception, and 

almost buried the dancer in bouquets.”



1921

The Southern  
Syncopated Orchestra 

Early jazz pioneers, the 

Southern Syncopated 

Orchestra, had a four-week 

residency at the Brighton 

Dome in 1921. 

Founded by composer and 

violinist Will Marion Cook, they 

were the first jazz band to visit 

the UK, and members of the 

orchestra included clarinettist 

Sidney Bechet and singer 

Evelyn Dove. 



1967

The First  

Brighton Festival 

The first Brighton Festival ran from 14th 

to 30th April 1967, with Ian Hunter as its 

Artistic Director. 

The programme included performances 

from Pink Floyd, The Who and Yehudi 

Menuhin. Laurence Olivier brought a 

series of three plays from the National 

Theatre with casts including an 

extraordinary range of actors including 

Geraldine McEwen and Anthony Hopkins. 



1967 & 1971

Ella Fitzgerald 
As fearless as she was 

gifted, Ella Fitzgerald blazed 

a trail for women as one of 

the most powerful working 

females in show business, 

served as a symbol of pride 

and opportunity for African 

Americans, and proved herself 

as one of the most skilled and 

dexterous singers of all time. 

She performed at the first 

Brighton Festival in 1967 with 

the Duke Ellington orchestra 

and with Count Basie at the 

Brighton Dome in 1971. 



1973

David Bowie

David Bowie played Brighton Dome 

twice on his legendary Ziggy Stardust 

world tour. 

Bassist Woody Woodmansey recalls: 

“We played a matinee concert at the 

Brighton Dome..…. The crowd went 

crazy. After an evening show that was 

just as brilliant, however, we were 

informed that David Bowie had been 

banned from ever appearing at the Dome 

again. Apparently overenthusiastic fans 

had done considerable damage to a 

section of the seating, and this was too 

much for the Dome’s proprietors.”



2014

Hofesh Shechter

Renowned for creating raw, physical 

live contemporary dance pieces set to 

his own, highly charged, atmospheric 

musical scores, Hofesh Shechter is 

seen as one of the UK’s most exciting 

contemporary artists. 

His dance company, established in 2008, 

became Brighton Dome and Brighton 

Festival’s first resident artists. Shechter 

was Festival Guest Director in 2014 

and 2022’s Double Murder was the 

company’s third world première at the 

Brighton Festival.



2017
The Guest Director for Brighton Festival 

2017 was the acclaimed recording artist 

Kae Tempest. 

Kae wanted to ensure that the Brighton 

Festival was in the city’s communities 

as well as its stages. ‘Your Place’ was 

born; two weekends of arts activities 

made by, for and with the communities 

of Hangleton and East Brighton. Now 

named Our Place, it is a celebration of 

creativity, working in partnership with 

community steering groups to produce 

art projects, performances, and events 

for their communities.

Kae Tempest & 
             Our Place  





Designed & Illustrated by LMNOP | www.lmnopstudios.com

Two of our venues, Brighton Dome Corn Exchange and 
Studio Theatre, have been through a major transformation 
as part of Brighton & Hove City Council’s future vision 
to reaffirm the Royal Pavilion Estate as a key cultural 
destination.
 
The much-needed improvements include the conservation 
of important heritage features; better public and artist 
facilities including accessible toilets, hearing assistance 
systems, wheelchair access and a new creative space
for community groups and emerging artists to develop  
their work.

brightondome.org/our_future


