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PatronsThank You

BRIGHTON FESTIVAL 2025
A very warm welcome to Brighton Festival 2025, 
guest directed by the wonderful Anoushka Shankar.

The journey this Festival takes you on is a testament 
to Anoushka’s vision, ambition, and artistic 
inspirations, and it is a privilege to be sharing this 
programme of work with you all. I welcome the warmth 
and generosity of her invitation to us all towards  
a New Dawn.

A festival of this ambition and scale would not be possible 
without the longstanding support from Brighton & Hove City Council and Arts 
Council England, and we are also extremely grateful to our Principal Supporter 
The Pebble Trust, Major Supporter the Bagri Foundation, Major Sponsor Mayo 
Wynne Baxter and to our partners at the University of Sussex.

There are so many dedicated people who make Brighton Festival happen: our 
patrons, members, supporters, partner companies and venues, audiences, staff, 
volunteers, and - most importantly – the artists, emerging and stellar, who bring 
us the rapture, surprise, provocation and joy that a great Festival line-up should.   

I look forward to seeing you across the city through May, and wish everyone  
a wonderful Festival from the parades to the parties, from the talks to the walks, 
from symphonies to table tennis, and from dusk to new dawns.

Lucy Davies, Chief Executive 
Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival

Heather & Tony Allen | Mary Allen | Jamie & Louise Arnell | Prof James Barlow & Ms Hilary Brown | Dr Ian Birksted 
Ali & Mark Braithwaite | Thomas Brownrigg | Drs Caroline & Howard Carter | Sir Michael & Lady Sue Checkland

Kate Cherkoff | Tom Counsell | Anna Debenham & Charles Kingsley | Rachel Dupere | Clare Edes
Cindy Etherton & Gillian Etherton KC | Helen Evennett | Louise Everington | Simon Fanshawe OBE 
Prof David Gann CBE & Ms Anne Asha | Diana & Julian Hansen | David Harrison | Deborah Heath 

Ruth Hilton | John Hird & Yoshio Akiyama | Danny Homan | Mr Darren Howe KC & Mr Antonio Delgado
Lady Helena Hughes | Tony Hyde & Vaughan Rees OBE  | Emily & Ross James | Dr Glynn Jones DL OBE | Karl Jones

Julie Lawrence & Jeff Rodrigues | Melanie Lewis | Martin Lovelock | James Manktelow | Rachel Manktelow
Chris & Clem Martin | Ms C McIlvenny | Gary Miller | Kellie Miller & Kim Jones | Nick Mills 

Ms Diane Moody & Prof Frans Berkhout | Philip Morgan | Julie Nerney & James Hann | Judge Marian Norrie-Walker
Michael Pitts | Nigel Pittman | Margaret Polmear | Kamila & Pierre Ratcliff | Jonathan & Marina Ray | Joanna Reffin

Donald Reid | Clare Rogers | Paul & Mary Sansbury | Dr Donia Scott & Prof Howard Rush | Robert Senior & Sarah Hunter
Richard & Soraya Shaw | David & Kim Shrigley | Robert & Pamela Stiles | Robin & Anja St Clair Jones | Marie Stock 
 Barbaros Tanc | Christopher & Jasbir Walter | Lady Betty Watson | Meta Wells Thorpe | Martin & Sarah Williams

Paul Flo Williams | Mark Winterflood & Oliver Maxwell-Jones | Richard Zinzan & Chris Storey | Richard & Julia Wray
 In Memory: Joan Griffiths, Andrew Polmear

Thank you to those who wish to remain anonymous

Thank you to all our Members and our Big Give donors



ThirdSpace Theatre 

Earth Teeth Sun 4 & Sun 5 May, 7.30pm  
Brighton Dome Studio Theatre

Fast-paced, thought-provoking, 
and darkly humourous;  

this is a play for our times. 
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ThirdSpace Theatre 

Earth Teeth
Sun 4 & Mon 5 May 2025 
Brighton Dome Studio Theatre

Running time: 80 mins (no interval)

In the face of overwhelming odds, a group of friends turn to the Earth for help.

Young people possess the power to bring about change but they are born into a 
world they did not create. Ritual and superstition, myth and chaos, these are the 
only tools they have when hope is lost. They ask the Earth to listen. But what will 
the Earth ask in return?

Fast-paced, thought-provoking, and darkly humorous; this is a play for our times.

Earth Teeth was developed by Sarah Leaver in collaboration with the young 
people of ThirdSpace Theatre between 2023 and 2024. It was then performed at 
Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts, who kindly offered their wonderful 
space for the R&D performances in July 2024. ThirdSpace hope to tour the 
production after the Brighton Festival run. Please get in touch for more 
information - dave@thirdspacetheatre.co.uk

Biographies:

Sarah Leaver (she/they) has worked in theatre for 25 years as an actor, teacher, 

and youth director.

Sarah wrote and toured her solo show, Memoirs of a Hermaphrodite, from 2010. 

As an actor and deviser they have worked extensively with Company Collisions 

and Periplum Theatre, touring the UK and internationally. Sarah has taught, 

directed, and trained young adult actors for 15 years (Northbrook College, 

Institute for Creative Training, Academy Creative Training, Brighton). She has 

completed an MA in Creative Writing and received a Developing Your Creative 

Practice grant from Arts Council England to develop her writing for young adults. 

Earth Teeth is her first full cast play.



Tanushka Marah (she/her) is a theatre director and the Artistic Director of 

ThirdSpace Theatre CIC.

Her directing work seen in Brighton Festival includes BAKKHAI and Romeo & 

Juliet. She was an Artist in Residence at Brighton Dome, and regularly works for 

Brighton People’s Theatre, Shubbak Festival, Seenaryo, and more. 

She also works as a Movement Director for companies such as the RSC, a 

dramaturg, writer and workshop leader. After completing a degree in Philosophy 

her early career began by founding Company:Collisions which toured for ten 

years all across the UK and abroad. She has won two awards - The Genesis 

Young Director Award at the Young Vic and The Outstanding Theatre Award 

Brighton Fringe - and her work has been nominated for two other awards. Her 

production of Medea toured international festivals in Cyprus and Albania, 

representing British Classical Theatre. Two of her original works appeared in 

London’s International Mime Festival. Rest Upon The Wind sold out at Riverside 

Studios and Tristan Bates before touring extensively in the Middle East. She is 

currently directing Ibn Batuta’s Travels for Shubbak Festival 2025.

–

JOIN A THIRDSPACE CLUB TODAY

Do you want a free trial for your child at one of our engaging weekly drama 

sessions?

Learn acting and drama skills, work as a team, build confidence, create public 

theatre shows, all in a nurturing & inspiring environment. Open to everyone aged 

5-25. Subsidised and free places available in all clubs.

And if you quote ‘Earth Teeth’ we will extend your free trial to a whole month! 

Scan the QR code below to register!

Visit our website www.thirdspacetheatre.co.uk or use this QR code.

Funders: Brighton Youth Centre

http://www.thirdspacetheatre.co.uk


What an honour it is to find myself at the helm of an institution that 
seeks, year on year, to celebrate boldness, diversity, and connection. 
Brighton has long held a special place in my heart —it’s a city where 
difference holds value, where art forms collide and cross-pollinate freely, 
where the promise of transformation is made reality. To be curating the 
programme feels like an extraordinary opportunity to take part in the 
uplifting creative energy of this city.  

For 2025, we look towards a New Dawn. Together with the Brighton 
Festival team, I’ve shaped a programme that envisions a hopeful future  
- an emergence from the dark of night into the glow of early morning.  

For years now there have been so many reasons to despair,  
to worry, to lose hope. But we have the power and insight within 
us to craft an alternate future, and that only comes about through 
what we create in the present. We’ll not only celebrate art’s power 

to challenge and uplift, but also to explore what lies ahead.  

We need this, I think—to come together, to lift each other up 
into the light, to be beacons for one another as we take stock, 
take aim, and take action. This isn’t just a festival for audiences 
to experience passively—it’s for everyone to participate in,  
to connect with, to feel part of.  

By bringing together artists and modalities from all  
over the world, with their rich and varied heritages,  
we reimagine what’s possible—through music, 
through dance, through storytelling.  

I’m delighted that so many artists answered 
the call and will be bringing their unique 
perspectives and beauty to the Festival.  

I can’t wait for us all to share in this journey.

Anoushka Shankar 

Brighton Festival 2025 Guest Director

Welcome to a New Dawn



Thank You

Thank you to our supporters for making Brighton Festival possible  
As a charity, we rely on the generosity of our individual, corporate and trust & foundation donors

Corporate Supporters

Big Give | Brighton District Nursing Association Trust | The Chalk Cliff Trust | The D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust | The Lawson Trust  
Mrs A Lacy Tate Trust | The National Lottery Community Fund | The Reed Foundation | Roy Hudson Trust  

Trusts & Foundations

AVT Connect | NCP | Staybridge Suites, Brighton | The Old Ship Hotel

Funders

Major SponsorMajor Supporter 

Principal Supporter

Supporting the Brighton Festival  
International Programme  

For Sponsorship – please contact Miranda Preston miranda.preston@brightondome.org
For Patrons Circle – please contact Sarah Shepherd sarah.shepherd@brightondome.org

Proudly sponsoring Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival. 
Your specialist solicitors in the South East

Higher Education Partner

Cultivating space for Asian arts and culture

Sponsors
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