




1907

Brighton Dome Mission 

Brighton Dome Mission was started in 
1907 by the Rev. Ernest Aldom French, 
Minister at Norfolk Road Methodist 
Church. He felt that many poor people 
were not able to attend church and 
decided to hold services in the biggest 
venue possible. 

The first service held in Brighton Dome 
attracted more than 1,000 people. 
Brighton Dome Mission’s last service was 
held in 1998 after which it relocated to 
Dorset Gardens Methodist Church.



1910

Mary Leigh 

In 1910, Suffragette Mary Leigh was 
arrested at Brighton Dome having been 
discovered hiding inside the venue’s 
organ, intending to interrupt Prime 
Minister Asquith’s speech. Mary already 
had a reputation for being repeatedly 
imprisoned for her militant activities 
and Asquith was a frequent target. 

In 1908 Mary had been sentenced to 
two months hard labour for breaking his 
windows. Three years later, she threw 
a hatchet into his carriage. Despite the 
toll that imprisonment had on many 
suffragettes, Mary Leigh lived on into  
her 90s, dying in 1979.



1914

Between 1914 and 1916 over 4,000 
wounded Indian soldiers were nursed 
back to health at temporary hospitals 
set up inside the buildings of the Royal 
Pavilion estate. 

The work of converting the buildings was 
completed rapidly and the first contingent 
of Indian soldiers arrived just 13 days after. 
724 beds were available across the Pavilion 
Estate with the most seriously injured 
treated in the Corn Exchange.  
Nine kitchens were established catering  
for Muslims and Sikhs and there were  
also separate bath houses, latrines,  
and mortuaries. 

 World War One

 Indian Hospital



1920s - 1930s

Sir Harry Preston

National and world boxing champions 
descended on Brighton annually 
throughout the 1920s and 1930s to 
participate in charity tournaments. 

Organised by local entrepreneur Sir 
Harry Preston, all the proceeds went 
towards the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital and Royal Alexandra Hospital 
for Children. The event became such a 
success it was deemed by the Daily Mail 
as one of the “chief sporting fixtures of 
the country.” 



World War 2

Douglas Reeve 

During World War Two, Douglas Reeve 
made Brighton Dome’s organ famous  
with his BBC Light Programme 
broadcasts. His twice-weekly series 
of organ concerts attracted capacity 
audiences who instantly recognised his 
signature tune, Pack Up Your Troubles. 

He even carried on playing during air raids, 
and once famously continued his concert 
after a bomb landed on the nearby Royal 
Pavilion lawns. After the war, Douglas’ 
weekly Tuesday at variety shows ran for 
over 1,600 performances, earning him 
an entry in the Guinness Book of World 
Records for the longest seaside variety 
show in the world.



1986

Douglas Byng

Douglas Byng was an English comic 
singer and songwriter in music halls, 
revue and cabaret.  Billed as “Bawdy 
but British”, Byng was an openly gay 
performer and early champion of 
LGBTQ+ visibility. 

A formidable pantomime dame, Byng 
trod the boards until the age of 93, when, 
in 1986 he gave one of his final Brighton 
performances at the Studio Theatre



1997

The Children’s Parade 

For over 25 years, the spectacular 
Children’s Parade has opened the 
Brighton Festival. Produced in 
partnership with Same Sky, over 
5,000 parents, teachers, and young 
people from 60 Brighton & Hove 
schools work alongside local artists, 
musicians, and choreographers. 

The annual event is always a 
whirlwind of colour, music, dance, 
and fun attracting over 20,000 to the 
streets to celebrate the creativity and 
imagination of our next generation.



2017

Quaker’s Croft 

From the early 1600s until 1805,  
the western end of the Royal Pavilion 
Estate was used as a Quaker  
burial site.  

During renovation works at Brighton 
Dome in 2017, a total of 18 burials, 
believed to be between 200 – 300 
years old, were discovered at the 
rear of the Corn Exchange. Several 
disarticulated skeletons were also 
discovered that were presumably 
moved during the original riding  
school construction in 1803. 
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Two of our venues, Brighton Dome Corn Exchange and 
Studio Theatre, have been through a major transformation 
as part of Brighton & Hove City Council’s future vision 
to reaffirm the Royal Pavilion Estate as a key cultural 
destination.
 
The much-needed improvements include the conservation 
of important heritage features; better public and artist 
facilities including accessible toilets, hearing assistance 
systems, wheelchair access and a new creative space
for community groups and emerging artists to develop  
their work.

brightondome.org/our_future


